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Man from Buniyadabad Duped 
of Rs. 93,000 in Telegram­

Based Scam

Tarun Karthick

Sri Vijaya Puram, 
19 June 2025

A resident of 
Buniyadabad has 
fallen victim to a 
sophisticated 
online investment 
scam, losing a 
total of Rs. 93,000 

to cyber 
fraudsters 
operating through 
the Telegram 
messaging app.

According to a 
complaint filed at 
the Cyber Crime 
Police Station, the 
incident began on 
April 24 when the 

victim received a 
message on 
Telegram from an 
unidentified user. 
The message 
offered “demo 
trading tasks” that 
promised profits 
from online 
investments. After 
completing ten 

Tarun Karthick

Sri Vijaya Puram, 
19 June 2025

The Department of 
Tourism, Andaman 
and Nicobar 
Administration, is all 
set to organize a 
'Beach Yoga 
Festival' on 21st 
June 2025 to mark 
International Yoga 
Day. With the theme 
“Yoga for One Earth, 
One Health,” the 
event aims to 
promote wellness, 
harmony, and 

sustainable living. 
The festival will take 
place 
simultaneously at 
major beaches 
across the Islands in 
collaboration with 
the respective 
Deputy 
Commissioners of 
South Andaman, 
North & Middle 
Andaman, and 
Nicobar Districts, 
along with support 
from all line 
departments.

Mass yoga sessions 
will be held following 

Tourism Department to Host 
'Beach Yoga Festival' Across A&N 

Islands on 21st June
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https://www.youtube.com/c/nicobartimes
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va8yUqB7Noa3UyOfZj44
https://nicobartimes.com/
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Contd..Pg1..Man from Buniyadabad Duped of Rs. 93,000 
in Telegram­Based Scam

such demo tasks, 
the victim was 
introduced to 
another user, who 
persuaded him to 
invest a small 
amount and 
promised quick 
returns.

Trusting the 
process, the 
complainant 
initially transferred 
Rs.2,000 via 
Google Pay, 
which was 
followed by 
communication 
with another 

Telegram user, 
who posed as a 
receptionist. She 
requested 
personal and 
financial 
information, 
including UPI and 
bank account 
details. Shortly 
afterward, small 
amounts of 
Rs.150 and Rs. 
3,000 were 
credited to the 
victim's bank 
account — a 
typical tactic used 
by fraudsters to 
build trust.

The victim was 
then introduced to 
a supposed “Cboe 
Task teacher” 
named Sanjay 
Sharma through 
Telegram. This 
individual guided 
the complainant to 
a website titled 
Global India, 
where he was 
asked to submit 
personal details 
along with an 
invitation code. As 
part of the 
scheme, the victim 
made another 
payment of Rs. 

5,000, lured by the 
promise of 
receiving Rs. 
7,500 in return.

The complainant 
was eventually 
added to a 
Telegram group 
where he was 
urged to make 
larger 
investments. Over 
the next few days, 
he made multiple 
payments totalling 
Rs. 93,000 via 
Google Pay, with 
no returns ever 

materialising.

Realizing he had 
been deceived, 
the victim filed a 
report through the 
National Cyber 
Crime Reporting 
Portal on April 29. 
The case has now 
been officially 
registered under 
relevant sections 
of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita, 
2023, and 
investigation has 
been taken up by 
the Cyber Crime 
Police Station.

Contd..Pg 1..Tourism Department to Host 'Beach Yoga Festival' Across A&N Islands on 
21st June

the Common Yoga 
Protocol, and will be 
conducted at 
prominent beaches 
including 
Radhanagar Beach 
(Havelock), 
Bharatpur Beach 
(Neil Island), 
Corbyn’s Cove 
Beach (Port Blair), 
Kalipur Beach 
(Diglipur), 
Karmatang Beach 
(Mayabunder), 
Raman Bagicha 
(Rangat), Butler Bay 
Beach (Little 
Andaman), 

Wandoor Beach 
(South Andaman), 
Kinyuka Beach (Car 
Nicobar), Balubasti 
Beach (Kamorta), 
and Laxman Beach 
(Campbell Bay). 
These sessions aim 
to bring people 
together in the 
serene backdrop of 
the Islands' 
coastlines to 
experience the 
mental, physical, 
and spiritual benefits 
of yoga.

In addition to the 

yoga sessions, 
expert talks on the 
theme “Interlinking 
Climate, Health, and 
Wellness” will be 
delivered across 
these locations, 
underlining the role 
of yoga in building a 
healthier and more 
sustainable world. At 
Corbyn’s Cove 
Beach, the event will 
also feature yoga 
competitions 
comprising Asanas, 
Pranayama, and 
Kriya. These 
competitions are 

open to various age 
groups and aim to 
encourage 
widespread 
community 
participation. 
Winners will be 
felicitated by the 
Department of 
Tourism.

The yoga sessions 
at all locations will 
begin at 7:00 AM. 
Participants who 
regularly practice 
yoga are 
encouraged to bring 
their own mats and 

accessories to 
support the eco­
friendly nature of the 
event. The 
Department has 
extended an open 
invitation to tourists, 
youth, and the 
general public to 
actively join the 
celebrations and 
reach their 
respective venues 
on time, contributing 
to the smooth 
execution and grand 
success of the 
programme. (Story 
Based on PR)
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Shiv Mandir Rangat Committee Denies Ties to Individual Who Claimed to Be 
Their 'Pujari' After Arrest with Ganja at Sri Vijaya Puram Airport Exit Gate

Tarun Karthick

Sri Vijaya Puram, 
18 June 2025

Following a report 
published 
yesterday by 
Nicobar Times 
titled "Pujari of Shiv 
Mandir Rangat 
Held with 5.965 Kg 
Ganja at Sri Vijaya 
Puram Airport Exit 

Gate," the Shiv 
Mandir Committee 
of Rangat has 
issued a significant 
clarification 
regarding the 
individual identified 
as Sushavan 
Mukherjee 
(Mukherjee 
Pandit).

According to the 
First Information 

Report (FIR No. 
0006) filed by Anti­
Narcotics Police 
Station on June 16, 
2025, the arrested 
individual, 
Sushavan 
Mukherjee, also 
known as 
Mukherjee Pandit, 
identified himself to 
the police as 
"Pujari Shiv Mandir 
of Rangat" when 
intercepted at the 
VSI Airport Exit 
Gate. The FIR 
details that he 
stated his present 
residence as 
Dasratpur, Rangat, 
North Middle 
Andaman, with a 
permanent address 
in Santipur, Nadia, 

West Bengal.

However, the Shiv 
Mandir Committee 
of Rangat has 
unequivocally 
stated that 
Mukherjee Pandit 
is not their Pujari 
(priest), nor does 
he have any 
relation to the Shiv 
Mandir or its 
committee.

Furthermore, the 
committee clarified 
that Mukherjee 
Pandit is a 
mainlander and not 
a permanent 
resident of Rangat. 
This information 
from the temple 
committee aims to 

provide a complete 
understanding and 
clarify any potential 
misidentification 
regarding the 
individual's 
association with 
the revered Shiv 
Mandir in Rangat.

Nicobar Times 
appreciates the 
Shiv Mandir 
Committee of 
Rangat for 
providing this 
important 
clarification and 
remains committed 
to accurate and 
comprehensive 
reporting, 
presenting all 
available facts to 
its readers.
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Three­Day Online Refresher Training Conducted for ATMA 
Functionaries Across UT

Tarun Karthick
Sri Vijaya Puram, 
19 June 2025

A three­day online refresher training 
programme was conducted from 
June 16 to 18, 2025, for Agriculture 

Technology Management Agency 
(ATMA) functionaries, including 
Assistant Technology Managers 
(ATMs) and Block Technology 
Managers (BTMs), under the Union 
Territory Agriculture Technology 
Management Agency (UTATMA). The 
training focused on Farmer Oriented 

Activities scheduled for June and July 
2025, as outlined in the approved 
State Extension Work Plan (SEWP) 
2025–26.

Organised by the Department of 
Agriculture, the training aimed to 
strengthen the knowledge and skills 

of field­level extension workers to 
enhance the implementation of 
farmer­centric initiatives across the 
UT.

On the opening day, resource 
persons from the Department of 
Agriculture delivered sessions on key 

topics including the package of 
practices for sapota cultivation, multi­
tier cropping and integrated farming 
systems, organic input preparation 
and usage, and the promotion of 
perennial fruit crops such as papaya 
and banana.

The second day featured technical 
sessions by the Department of 
Animal Husbandry and Veterinary 
Services. Dr. Sanjali Soreng, Senior 
Veterinary Officer, led discussions on 
fodder cultivation and scientific goat 
rearing. In the afternoon, she 
covered topics such as 
demonstration of fodder and azolla 
cultivation, quail farming, and value 
addition of quail eggs and meat.

The final day focused on fisheries 
and aquaculture. Officers from the 
Fisheries Department, including Mr. 
Nesnas E.A. (AFDO), Mr. Sanjeev 
Kr. Sutradhar (FI), Mr. P. Ishwar Rao 
(AFDO), Mr. Soumyadip Paul 
(AFDO), Ms. Jolly John (FI), and Mr. 
Sitanghsu Ghosh (AFDO), conducted 
sessions on hygienic handling of fish, 
pond management, safety at sea, 
composite fish farming, and an 
introduction to mariculture.

Held entirely in online mode, the 
programme ensured wide 
accessibility and participation. A total 
of 27 participants, comprising 22 
ATMs and 5 BTMs, attended and 
benefited from the technical insights 
shared by subject experts. The 
Department of Agriculture has also 
planned a follow­up field 
demonstration training for all ATMA 
functionaries.
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Viksit Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan Concludes Successfully in A&N 
Islands, Reaches Over 25,000 Beneficiaries

Tarun Karthick
Sri Vijaya Puram, 
19 June 2025

The Union Territory of Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands successfully concluded 
the Viksit Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan (VKSA) 
on 12th June 2025, marking the end of a 
15­day intensive Pre­Kharif outreach 
initiative aimed at empowering farmers 

through awareness of central government 
agricultural schemes and sustainable 
practices.

The campaign was launched on 29th May 
2025 following a high­level preparatory 
meeting chaired by the Chief Secretary, 
A&N Administration. Emphasizing the 
importance of clear communication, the 
Chief Secretary directed departments to 

actively disseminate modern agricultural 
innovations and ensure participation from 
PRI members and field­level officers. 
Instructions were also issued for 
standardized Gram Panchayat­wise 
reporting and structured feedback systems 
to enhance transparency and 
accountability.

Farmer engagement was witnessed 

across all zones of the islands, including 
interior and remote locations. Notably, on 
the inaugural day, the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands secured the 4th position 
nationwide in terms of farmer participation 
percentage, underscoring the strong 
response from the local farming 
community.

One of the highlights of the campaign was 

the Krishi Rath, flagged off from Chouldari 
village in South Andaman. The Rath 
travelled extensively through rural and far­
flung areas, raising awareness through 
banners, audio messages, and direct 
interactions with farmers.

In a special initiative aligned with World 
Environment Day’s ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke 
Naam’ campaign, 569 fruit­bearing 
saplings were planted across Self­Help 
Group (SHG) locations, Anganwadi 
Centres, and government offices — 
symbolizing both environmental 
consciousness and an emotional connect 
with nature.

During the fortnight­long drive, 194 events 
including awareness camps, nukkad 
nataks, sports meets, and chaupals were 
held, engaging a total of 25,581 
participants. The events brought together 
farmers, fishermen, women from SHGs, 
and youth. Dedicated efforts by Krishi 
Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) and departmental 
officers ensured the campaign reached 
even the distant Nancowry group of 
islands, often requiring travel by boat.

Field­level oversight was maintained 
through regular visits by Deputy 
Commissioners and Assistant 
Commissioners. District­level 
developments were regularly 
disseminated through press releases, 
reinforcing the campaign’s visibility and 
impact. Real­time feedback, 
documentation of best practices, and 
identification of on­ground challenges 
were integral components of the 
campaign.

The successful execution of VKSA in the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands has set a 
benchmark for grassroots agricultural 
outreach. It reflects the UT 
Administration’s strong commitment to 
inclusive and sustainable agricultural 
development in line with the national 
vision of Viksit Bharat.



   ANDAMAN DAILY  |  19 JUN 2025  |  EMAIL: NEWSROOM@NICOBARTIMES.COM  | PAGE 8

       PAGE 8  |  EDITOR: TARUN KARTHICK  |  FOR NEWS ­ +91­7063998178  | FOR ADVERTISEMENTS ­ +91­8350074244

Capacity Building Training on Hygienic Practices in 
Fisheries Held at Car Nicobar

Tarun Karthick

Sri Vijaya Puram, 

19 June 2025

In a bid to promote safe and sanitary 

practices in fisheries, the Department of 

Fisheries, A&N Administration, in 

collaboration with NETFISH­MPEDA, 

Chennai, conducted a one­day training 

programme on ‘Capacity Building on 

Hygienic and Sanitary Procedures’ for 

members of the Scheduled Tribe 

community at Car Nicobar.

The programme was inaugurated in the 

presence of Mr. Lionald Nicomed, 

Chairman of the Tribal Council, Car 

Nicobar, who attended as the chief 

guest. Mr. Martin Luther, Secretary, 

Tribal Council, was the guest of honour. 

Also present were Mr. Paul David, 1st 

Captain of Perka Village; Dr. 

Arulmoorthy, State Coordinator, 

NETFISH­MPEDA, Chennai; and 

officials from the Department of 

Fisheries.

In his address, Mr. Lionald Nicomed 

commended the initiative and 

emphasized the importance of hygienic 

fish handling practices to boost income 

levels and improve access to broader 

markets. Mr. Martin Luther highlighted 

the effectiveness of the training, noting 

that it successfully bridged language 

barriers to convey vital concepts on 

hygiene and sanitation.

Welcoming the participants, Ms. V. 

Sheeja, Deputy Director, Department of 

Fisheries, Car Nicobar, explained that 

the training aimed to raise awareness 

among the local fishing community 

about the significance of hygiene at all 

stages—from catch to consumption.

Dr. Arulmoorthy elaborated that the 

training combined theoretical learning 

with practical demonstrations to ensure 

comprehensive understanding among 

the participants.

The technical sessions covered key 

topics such as hygienic handling of fish 

post­harvest, sanitary upkeep of 

landing centres and processing areas, 

maintenance of tools and equipment, 

adoption of Good Hygienic Practices 

(GHP), and implementation of Sanitary 

Standard Operating Procedures 

(SSOPs).

To support the adoption of these 

practices, the Chairman and Secretary 

of the Tribal Council distributed fishing 

crates, gloves, and water cans to the 

fishers. The event saw enthusiastic 

participation from fishers across various 

villages of Car Nicobar, indicating 

strong community interest in improving 

hygiene standards in fisheries.

The programme concluded with the 

distribution of certificates to all 

participants.
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State BJP Organises Professionals’ Meet to Mark 11 Years 
of Governance Under PM Modi

Tarun Karthick

Sri Vijaya Puram, 
19 June 2025

The Bharatiya Janata Party 

(BJP), Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands, organised 
a Professionals’ Meet on 
18th June 2025, at Sampat 
Regency as part of its 
ongoing programme 

celebrating “11 Years of 
Seva, Sushasan and Garib 
Kalyan,” highlighting the 
achievements of the Central 
Government under the 
leadership of Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi.

The event witnessed the 
presence of prominent party 
leaders including Mr. Ajoy 
Bairagi, State President; Mr. 

Sanjay Kumar Singh and 
Mr. M. Vinod, State Vice 
Presidents; Mr. K. Ram 
Das, State General 
Secretary; and Mr. Dinesh, 
Vice President of the 
Andaman Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
(ANCCI). Stakeholders, 
alliance party 
representatives, and party 
workers also attended the 
gathering.

During the programme, 
speakers reflected on the 
key developmental 
initiatives and welfare 
measures introduced over 
the past eleven years by 
the BJP­led Central 
Government. Advocate Mr. 
Harish also addressed the 
gathering, focusing on the 
transformative projects and 
legal reforms implemented 
during this period.

The event was anchored by 
Ms. Maimuna Rao, and the 
vote of thanks was 
delivered by Ms. Geeta 
Kandaswamy.



   ANDAMAN DAILY  |  19 JUN 2025  |  EMAIL: NEWSROOM@NICOBARTIMES.COM  | PAGE 11

       PAGE 11  |  EDITOR: TARUN KARTHICK  |  FOR NEWS ­ +91­7063998178  | FOR ADVERTISEMENTS ­ +91­8350074244

IGNOU Opens Doors to Dual Degree Options for Andaman 
Students; July 2025 Admissions Underway

Tarun Karthick
Sri Vijaya Puram, 
19 June 2025

The Indira Gandhi National Open 
University (IGNOU) Regional 
Centre, Port Blair, has informed 

students that they can now pursue 
two academic programmes 
simultaneously, in accordance with 
University Grants Commission 
(UGC) guidelines. This provision 
enables learners to enrol in one 
full­time physical mode programme 

and another through Open and 
Distance Learning (ODL) or online 
mode, either from IGNOU or any 
other university.

Students also have the option to 
pursue two degrees—

Undergraduate (UG), 
Postgraduate (PG), Certificate, 
Diploma, or Post Graduate 
Diploma—from IGNOU itself. Two 
simultaneous UG/PG Courses can 
be pursued by taking admission in 
different admission cycles of 

IGNOU.

IGNOU continues to be a flexible 
and inclusive educational platform 
with no upper age limit for 
admission. It offers a wide array of 
programmes including master's 
and bachelor's degrees, diplomas, 
postgraduate diplomas, and 
certificate courses across various 
disciplines. These programmes 
are designed to cater to a diverse 
range of learners—be it youth, 
elderly individuals, homemakers, 
working professionals, or those 
seeking employment.

One of the key advantages of 
IGNOU’s system is its 
accessibility. Learners across the 
islands can pursue their education 
regardless of their location, 
making higher education more 
inclusive and convenient.

Admissions for the July 2025 
session are currently underway, 
with the last date to apply being 
July 15, 2025. Prospective 
learners are encouraged to submit 
their applications at the earliest. 
For any queries or assistance, 
applicants may contact IGNOU 
Regional Centre, Port Blair via 
email at rcportblair@ignou.ac.in or 
call 03192­230111 / 242888.
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Revenue Department Conducts Eviction Drive Against 
Illegal Encroachment in Garacharma

Tarun Karthick
Sri Vijaya Puram, 
19 June 2025

In a focused effort to 
protect Government land 
from unlawful occupation, 

the Revenue Department 
of South Andaman carried 
out an eviction operation 
recently at Garacharma 
village.

During the inspection, 

officials discovered an 
unauthorized temporary 
structure along with 
fencing erected on 
Government land, 
violating land regulations. 
Acting swiftly, the team 

deployed necessary 
manpower and machinery 
to remove the illegal 
encroachments.

As a result, approximately 
0.04 hectares of land 

were cleared and 
restored to the 
Government khata. The 
eviction was conducted 
peacefully and in an 
orderly manner, ensuring 
the reclaimed land is now 
reflected correctly in 
official revenue records.

The District 
Administration of South 
Andaman reiterated its 
firm zero­tolerance 
stance against illegal 
occupation of public land 
and urged citizens to 
refrain from 
encroachment. 
Authorities called upon 
the public to cooperate in 
preserving the integrity of 
Government property.

For inquiries or to report 
illegal encroachments, 
residents can contact the 
District Control Room at 
03192­240127, 238881, 
1070, or via WhatsApp at 
9531888844. The identity 
of informants will be kept 
confidential to protect 
their privacy.
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Civil Defence Mock Drill Today to Enhance Emergency 
Response Preparedness

Tarun Karthick

Sri Vijaya Puram, 

19 June 2025

As part of routine 
Civil Defence 
preparedness 
measures, a mock 
drill will be 
conducted today 

(19th June 2025) at 
6:00 pm to assess 
and strengthen 
emergency response 
capabilities across 
the region.

The drill is aimed at 
testing the 
operational 
readiness of all 
authorized sirens 
and enhancing public 

awareness regarding 
emergency alert 
systems. The first 
siren will sound from 
6:00 pm to 6:05 pm, 
signalling the start of 
the exercise. A 
second siren will be 
activated at 6:10 pm 
for one minute to 
mark the conclusion 
of the drill.

The exercise is 
intended to 
familiarise both 
emergency response 
teams and the 
general public with 
standard procedures 
to be followed during 
actual emergencies. 
Authorities have 
urged all concerned 
to extend their 
cooperation and 
ensure active 
participation in the 
mock drill.
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South Andaman District Administration Issues Monsoon 
Advisory, Urges Vigilance

Tarun Karthick
Sri Vijaya Puram, 
19 June 2025

With the arrival of the 

monsoon season, the 
South Andaman 
District 
Administration has 
issued an advisory 
urging residents to 

remain alert to 
potential hazards, 
particularly those 
posed by dangerous 
trees and the risk of 
landslides.

To ensure prompt 
response during 
emergencies, the 
District Control Room 
has been made 
operational round the 

clock. Citizens can 
report incidents or 
seek assistance by 
dialling the helpline 
number 1077, which 
is available 24/7.

In anticipation of 
monsoon­related 
challenges, the 
administration has 
already undertaken 
several 
precautionary 
measures aimed at 
mitigating the risks 
associated with 
extreme weather 
events. Officials have 
also appealed to 
residents to closely 
monitor weather 
updates and strictly 
follow safety 
advisories issued by 
the authorities to 
safeguard life and 
property.


