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Monkey Menace Escalates in Great 
Nicobar Villages; Fear Grows Over 

Possible Harm to Humans

Tarun Karthick

Sri Vijaya Puram, 
20 June 2025

The long­standing 
coexistence between 
humans and monkeys 
in Great Nicobar Island 
is rapidly deteriorating, 
with an alarming rise in 
aggressive behaviour 
exhibited by the 
Nicobar Long­tailed 

Macaque. What was 
once a largely peaceful 
human­primate 
relationship has, over 
the past decade, 
transformed into a 
persistent threat—
particularly in villages 
along the North­South 
Road corridor and the 
Campbell Bay region.

Residents, particularly 
farmers, are bearing 

the brunt of the 
growing monkey 
menace. The Nicobar 
Long­tailed Macaques, 
previously non­
aggressive and quick 
to retreat when 
confronted, now 
display open hostility 
during encounters. 
Locals report that 
when efforts are made 
to chase them away 
from plantations, the 

Tarun Karthick

Sri Vijaya Puram,  
20 June 2025

In a significant step 
towards addressing 
gender­specific 
sanitation and public 
health needs across 
the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands, Mrs. 
Sheela Singh, State 
Vice President of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), met with the 
Chief Secretary of 
Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands to formally 
propose the 

implementation of 
"Pink Toilets" across 
key locations in the 
islands.

During the meeting, 
Mrs. Singh submitted a 
detailed proposal 
outlining the 
importance of 
dedicated sanitation 
facilities for women 
and girls, particularly in 
remote tribal areas and 
high­footfall tourist 
destinations. The 
concept of "Pink 
Toilets," already 
successfully 
implemented in cities 

Sheela Singh Proposes "Pink Toilets" 
Initiative to Chief Secretary for Safer, 
Healthier and Inclusive A&N Islands
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Contd..Pg1..Monkey Menace Escalates in Great Nicobar 
Villages; Fear Grows Over Possible Harm to Humans

monkeys no longer 
flee but instead 
retaliate with 
aggression—
sometimes even 
attacking the 
individuals.

The root of the crisis, 
locals believe, can be 
traced back to the 
aftermath of the 2004 
Indian Ocean Tsunami. 
In the wake of the 
disaster, many settlers 
relocated to Campbell 
Bay and were housed 
in temporary shelters. 
With no road 
connectivity at the 
time, vast stretches of 
agricultural land 
remained unguarded, 
offering the monkeys 

unchecked access to 
coconut plantations 
and other crops for 
nearly seven to eight 
years.

Although resettlement 
in old villages has 
since been completed, 
and efforts to re­
establish regular 
agricultural practices 
resumed, the damage 
appears to have been 
done. The monkeys, 
emboldened by years 
of unhindered access, 
have become territorial 
and violent. Several 
farmers have reported 
direct confrontations 
where they narrowly 
escaped injuries while 
defending their fields.

The problem, however, 
is not confined to the 
North­South Road 
villages. Even in 
Campbell Bay, 
monkeys are 
frequently seen 
venturing into 
residential zones, 
homes, and public 
institutions such as the 
Primary Health Centre 
(PHC), where their 
aggressive presence is 
now well known. 
Locals walking through 
isolated areas have 
also reported being 
threatened or chased 
by monkeys, further 
underlining the extent 
to which the animals 
have lost their natural 
fear of humans.

The economic cost of 
the monkey menace is 
mounting, with 
continuous destruction 
of crops and 
properties. Frustration 
is now turning into 
unrest, with community 
members voicing their 
dissatisfaction over the 
inaction of the forest 
department. Talks of 
scientific mitigation 
strategies—such as 
the planting of fruit­
bearing trees in forest 
to divert monkey 
activity and other 
measures—have so far 
yielded no visible 
results. The current 
status of any such 
interventions remains 
unknown to the public.

With the situation 
worsening, residents 
fear that a serious 
incident is inevitable. 
The growing boldness 
and aggression of 
these primates has 
created an 
environment of daily 
fear and uncertainty, 
and many believe it is 
only a matter of time 
before someone 
suffers grievous harm
—or worse.

There is a growing 
chorus across Great 
Nicobar for immediate 
and effective 
intervention before the 
monkey menace 
claims human life.

Contd..Pg 1..Sheela Singh Proposes "Pink Toilets" Initiative to Chief Secretary for 
Safer, Healthier and Inclusive A&N Islands

like Delhi, Dehradun, 
and parts of Kerala, 
aims to provide safe, 
hygienic, and gender­
sensitive spaces for 
women. These facilities 
typically include 
sanitary pad vending 
machines, incinerators 
for safe disposal, and 
the presence of female 
attendants to ensure 
safety and privacy.

Highlighting the unique 
socio­geographical 
challenges of the 
Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands, Mrs. Singh 

emphasized the critical 
need for such 
infrastructure to 
improve menstrual 
hygiene, reduce open 
defecation, and 
mitigate plastic 
pollution caused by 
improper disposal of 
menstrual waste—
especially near fragile 
coastal ecosystems.

The proposal further 
recommends that pilot 
projects be launched in 
tribal schools of 
Nicobar and tourist 
corridors such as Sri 

Vijaya Puram. Strategic 
locations including 
Radhanagar Beach, 
Cellular Jail, ferry 
terminals, Jirkatang 
Check Post, Middle 
Strait Jetty, all 
municipal wards, and 
panchayat markets 
were identified as 
priority areas for initial 
implementation.

Mrs. Singh also 
stressed the need for 
climate­resilient and 
cost­effective 
construction techniques 
using local materials, 

such as rat­trap brick 
masonry, to ensure 
sustainability. The 
initiative, she noted, 
could be supported 
under schemes like 
Swachh Bharat 
Mission­Grameen and 
through CSR 
partnerships, drawing 
inspiration from models 
such as PVR’s initiative 
in Delhi.

Additionally, the 
proposal calls for a 
focus on community 
ownership by involving 
local women in both 

construction and 
maintenance of these 
facilities, not only 
creating employment 
opportunities but also 
ensuring the long­term 
success of the 
initiative.

Recognizing previous 
challenges faced in 
other states, Mrs. 
Singh underlined the 
importance of ensuring 
free 24/7 access and 
consistent upkeep to 
prevent issues like 
operational closures 
due to user fees.
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Final Deadline for PHH & AAY e­KYC Update Set for 30th June; 
Ration Cards to Be Suspended for Non­Compliance

Tarun Karthick

Sri Vijaya Puram, 

20 June 2025

The Department of Civil 

Supplies & Consumer 

Affairs (CS&CA) has 

issued a final reminder 

to all National Food 

Security Act (NFSA) 

beneficiaries holding 

Antyodaya Anna Yojana 

(AAY) and Priority 

Household (PHH) ration 

cards to complete their 

e­KYC formalities by 

30th June 2025.

Failure to do so will lead 

to the suspension of 

ration cards starting 1st 

July 2025, rendering 

beneficiaries ineligible 

for entitlements under 

the NFSA.

Despite repeated 

appeals, many 

beneficiaries have not 

updated their e­KYC 

linked with Aadhaar for 

all members listed on 

their ration cards. The 

department has 

undertaken 260 door­to­

door campaigns in 

remote areas, launched 

19 awareness drives 

through print and 

electronic media, and 

leveraged Fair Price 

Shops to disseminate 

information. Additionally, 

phone outreach and the 

introduction of the ‘Mera 

KYC’ mobile app—

featuring biometric, iris, 

and facial recognition—

were employed to 

simplify the process.

Still, a significant 

number of beneficiaries 

have yet to complete 

their e­KYC by visiting 

Fair Price Shops, the 

CS&CA Directorate, or 

designated Supply 

Units. As per directives 

from the Government of 

India, this is the final 

opportunity for 

beneficiaries to comply.

Beneficiaries are 

advised to carry 

Aadhaar numbers of all 

household members 

when visiting their 

nearest Fair Price Shop, 

the Directorate of 

CS&CA (Room No. 20, 

Sri Vijaya Puram), or 

their respective Supply 

Units for the e­KYC 

update. A list of left­out 

beneficiaries has also 

been made available at 

Fair Price Shops for 

reference.

The department has 

also highlighted issues 

faced by child members 

aged between 5 and 17 

years, whose Aadhaar 

was generated before 

the age of 5 and thus 

cannot be used for e­

KYC. Such beneficiaries 

must update their 

Aadhaar at the nearest 

Aadhaar Enrolment 

Centre or approach the 

CS&CA Directorate for 

assistance.

For further information, 

the department has 

urged the public to 

contact the Helpline: 

03192­230337. 
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Wellness Programme for Senior Citizens Held at Old Age 
Home in Ferrargunj Under AVYAY Scheme

Tarun Karthick
Sri Vijaya Puram, 
20 June 2025

As part of the Atal Vayo 
Abhyuday Yojana (AVYAY), a 
wellness programme focusing 

on basic health and mental 
well­being was organized at 
the Old Age Home, Abhyudaya 
Complex in Ferrargunj. The 
initiative stems from a 
Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) signed 

between the Ministry of Social 
Justice and Empowerment and 
the Brahma Kumaris, aimed at 
enhancing the overall well­
being of senior citizens across 
the country.
In accordance with the 

directives of the Government 
of India, the Department of 
Social Welfare, A&N 
Administration, has developed 
a calendar of events for the 
current financial year to 
implement the objectives 

outlined in the MoU.

The first event in the series 
featured a session on basic 
health and wellness skills and 
was attended by the residents 
of the Old Age Home along 
with young boys housed within 
the same complex. Sister 
Sharmista from the Brahma 
Kumaris led the session, 
emphasizing the importance of 
mental health as an ongoing 
process, involving emotional, 
psychological, and social well­
being. She also conducted a 
session on yoga and 
meditation, encouraging 
participants to adopt holistic 
practices in their daily lives.

The programme was 
coordinated by Ms. Monalisa 
Biswas, Supervisor, and Ms. 
Sheela Kar, In­charge of the 
Senior Citizen Home, under 
the overall supervision of Ms. 
Reeta Devi, Nodal Officer 
(Senior Citizen).

The next programme under 
the series is scheduled to be 
held on July 3, 2025, at 
Guptapara, with the support of 
local PRI members.
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Flash Mob Yoga Events Enthral Public Ahead of International 
Day of Yoga 2025

Tarun Karthick
Sri Vijaya Puram, 
19 June 2025

The Union Territory of Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands successfully concluded 
the Viksit Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan (VKSA) 
on 12th June 2025, marking the end of a 
15­day intensive Pre­Kharif outreach 
initiative aimed at empowering farmers 

through awareness of central government 
agricultural schemes and sustainable 
practices.

The campaign was launched on 29th May 
2025 following a high­level preparatory 
meeting chaired by the Chief Secretary, 
A&N Administration. Emphasizing the 
importance of clear communication, the 
Chief Secretary directed departments to 

actively disseminate modern agricultural 
innovations and ensure participation from 
PRI members and field­level officers. 
Instructions were also issued for 
standardized Gram Panchayat­wise 
reporting and structured feedback systems 
to enhance transparency and 
accountability.

Farmer engagement was witnessed 

across all zones of the islands, including 
interior and remote locations. Notably, on 
the inaugural day, the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands secured the 4th position 
nationwide in terms of farmer participation 
percentage, underscoring the strong 
response from the local farming 
community.

One of the highlights of the campaign was 

the Krishi Rath, flagged off from Chouldari 
village in South Andaman. The Rath 
travelled extensively through rural and far­
flung areas, raising awareness through 
banners, audio messages, and direct 
interactions with farmers.

In a special initiative aligned with World 
Environment Day’s ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke 
Naam’ campaign, 569 fruit­bearing 
saplings were planted across Self­Help 
Group (SHG) locations, Anganwadi 
Centres, and government offices — 
symbolizing both environmental 
consciousness and an emotional connect 
with nature.

During the fortnight­long drive, 194 events 
including awareness camps, nukkad 
nataks, sports meets, and chaupals were 
held, engaging a total of 25,581 
participants. The events brought together 
farmers, fishermen, women from SHGs, 
and youth. Dedicated efforts by Krishi 
Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) and departmental 
officers ensured the campaign reached 
even the distant Nancowry group of 
islands, often requiring travel by boat.

Field­level oversight was maintained 
through regular visits by Deputy 
Commissioners and Assistant 
Commissioners. District­level 
developments were regularly 
disseminated through press releases, 
reinforcing the campaign’s visibility and 
impact. Real­time feedback, 
documentation of best practices, and 
identification of on­ground challenges 
were integral components of the 
campaign.

The successful execution of VKSA in the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands has set a 
benchmark for grassroots agricultural 
outreach. It reflects the UT 
Administration’s strong commitment to 
inclusive and sustainable agricultural 
development in line with the national 
vision of Viksit Bharat.
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A&N Administration Fully Integrates All Departments 
with Central RTI Portal

Tarun Karthick
Sri Vijaya Puram, 
20 June 2025

In a major boost to 
transparency and 

digital governance, the 
Andaman and Nicobar 
Administration has 
completed the full 
integration of all its 
departments with the 

Central Right to 
Information (RTI) 
Portal — https://
rtionline.gov.in.

The move enables 

citizens to file RTI 
applications and first 
appeals online, along 
with making payments 
digitally, thereby 
streamlining the 

process and enhancing 
accessibility to 
government services.

This initiative aligns 
with the broader goal 
of promoting e­
governance and 
ensuring that the Right 
to Information Act, 
2005, remains effective 
and citizen­centric in 
the digital age. 
Through the portal, 
applicants can now not 
only submit queries but 
also track their status 
and receive 
department responses 
from a single, unified 
platform.

The Administration’s 
step is expected to 
empower citizens 
further and foster a 
more transparent and 
accountable 
governance framework 
in the islands.
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Intensive FMD Vaccination Drive Underway in South 
Andaman; Over 5500 Cattle Vaccinated So Far

Tarun Karthick

Sri Vijaya Puram, 
20 June 2025

The Department of Animal 
Husbandry & Veterinary Services, 
Andaman & Nicobar Administration, 

has been conducting an intensive 
Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) 
vaccination drive across South 
Andaman since June 2, 2025. As of 
now, 5,506 cattle have been 
vaccinated, with the campaign 
aiming to cover a total of 9,000 cattle 
by the end of the month.

To minimize stress on the animals, 
the vaccinations are being 
administered during the cooler parts 
of the day. Eleven dedicated 
veterinary teams are carrying out the 
drive from various Veterinary 
Hospitals and Dispensaries, 
including VH Junglighat, VH 

Garacharma (Team I & II), VD 
Rangachang, VD Manglutan (Team I 
& II), VD Port Mout, VD Elephant 
Point, VH Wimberlygunj (Team I & 
II), and VD Polyclinic.

Despite persistent monsoon 
showers, the teams have managed 

to maintain a consistent pace, 
administering 300–400 vaccinations 
per day. This performance reflects 
the Department’s strong on­ground 
coordination and planning. The 
veterinary teams have been starting 
work early in the morning and are 
working closely with Panchayati Raj 
Institutions to mobilize livestock and 
reach remote households.

Foot and Mouth Disease is a highly 
contagious viral illness that affects 
cattle and other cloven­hoofed 
animals. While rarely fatal, it causes 
fever, painful sores in the mouth and 
feet, lameness, and can lead to a 
significant decline—up to 30%—in 
milk production. The economic 
impact is severe, with FMD­related 
losses across the country estimated 
at over 20,000 crore annually. In 
the Islands, where most dairy 
farmers are smallholders, the 
consequences of an outbreak can be 
devastating.

Vaccination remains the most 
effective tool in preventing the 
spread of the disease. The ongoing 
campaign also supports India’s 
national target of eradicating FMD 
by 2030. Each vaccinated animal is 
tagged, and its data is uploaded in 
real­time to the Bharat Pashudhan 
Portal, ensuring traceability and 
integration into a nationwide 
monitoring system.

The Department has appealed to all 
livestock owners, especially those 
with cattle and buffaloes, to 
cooperate with the visiting teams 
and ensure their animals are 
vaccinated during the ongoing 
round. Their cooperation is essential 
to protect the health and livelihood of 
the Island's rural farming community.
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ICDS Car Nicobar Organizes First­Aid Training for Senior 
Citizens in Lapathy Village

Tarun Karthick
Sri Vijaya Puram, 
20 June 2025

In a proactive initiative aimed at 
empowering elderly residents with 
essential life­saving skills, the 

Integrated Child Development 
Services (ICDS), Car Nicobar, 
organized a specialized first­aid 
training program for senior citizens 
of Lapathy Village.

The program witnessed 

enthusiastic participation from 
elderly members of the community 
and focused on equipping them 
with the knowledge and skills to 
manage emergency health 
situations both at home and within 
their neighbourhoods. The session 

was inaugurated by Ms. Sunita 
Kumari, Child Development 
Project Officer (CDPO), Car 
Nicobar, who highlighted the 
importance of basic healthcare 
awareness in enhancing the well­
being and confidence of senior 

citizens.

Mr. Peter G., Master Trainer from 
the Education Department 
(PTPST), led the technical 
sessions. He provided hands­on 
training and live demonstrations 
on crucial first­aid techniques 
including cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR), wound 
dressing, burn treatment for 
various degrees, fracture support, 
and emergency response 
procedures. The interactive format 
ensured active participation, 
allowing the attendees to practice 
the skills being taught.

Village Captain of Small Lapathy, 
Ms. Jassie, addressed the 
gathering and appreciated ICDS 
Car Nicobar’s efforts for the 
welfare of the elderly. Village 
Secretary Shri Onisimus also 
encouraged participants to make 
the most of the training and serve 
as first responders during minor 
medical emergencies in their 
households and communities.

The initiative marks a significant 
step towards promoting health 
resilience among the island’s 
senior population, a press release 
from the CDPO, Car Nicobar, 
stated.
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Tourism Department to Host ‘Cuisines of India Festival–
2025’ on June 28–29 at ITF Pavilion

Tarun Karthick
Sri Vijaya Puram, 
20 June 2025

The Department of Tourism, 
Andaman & Nicobar 
Administration is gearing up to 
organize the ‘Cuisines of India 

Festival–2025’ on the 28th and 
29th of June at the ITF Pavilion, 
Sri Vijaya Puram. As part of its 
ongoing series of events, fairs, 
and festivals aimed at 
celebrating India’s cultural 
richness, the festival will run 
from 4:00 PM to 10:00 PM on 

both days under the theme 
‘#DesiDelights’.

The event is being organized in 
collaboration with the Food 
Safety Department of the District 
Administration, South Andaman, 
and aims to highlight the 

diversity and flavour of Indian 
cuisine. In view of the upcoming 
festival, the Tourism Department 
has invited applications from 
interested hoteliers, firms, and 
individuals for the allotment of 
food and general stalls at the 
venue.

Stalls will be allotted through a 
transparent lottery system, 
adhering to the terms and 
conditions specified in the 
application form. The rental for 
food stalls (Stall No. 01 to 12) 
has been fixed at 4500 for two 
days, while general stalls will be 
available for 3500. Kiosks will 
be offered at a nominal fee of 

450 per stall. A refundable 
security deposit is also 
applicable— 6000 for food 
vendors, 5000 for general 
stallholders, and 250 for 
kiosks. Applicants are required 
to submit the fees via Demand 
Draft in favour of the Senior 
Accounts Officer, Directorate of 
IP&T.

Application forms along with the 
terms and conditions can be 
collected and submitted at the 
Operational Section of the 
Directorate of IP&T, Sri Vijaya 
Puram. The last date for 
submission of application forms 
is 23rd June 2025 by 3:00 PM. 
The allotment of stalls by the 
committee and issuance of 
allotment letters will be done on 
24th June 2025.

For any further information or 
clarification, applicants may 
contact Ms. Rabia Mustafa, 
Manager (Operational), at 
9933255364.
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CHC Kamorta Organises Yoga Awareness Rally to Promote 
Holistic Well­being Ahead of International Yoga Day

Tarun Karthick

Sri Vijaya Puram, 
20 June 2025

As part of the nationwide 
build­up to the International 

Day of Yoga 2025, a vibrant 
celebration was held in 
Kamorta today, reflecting 
the community’s growing 
commitment to health, 
mindfulness, and holistic 
well­being.

The day began with a Yoga 
Awareness Rally organised 
by the Community Health 
Centre (CHC), Nancowry at 
Kamorta Jetty from 6:30 AM 
onwards. The rally aimed to 

promote awareness about 
the physical, mental, and 
spiritual benefits of yoga, 
encouraging its integration 
into daily routines.

Personnel from the Police 

Department Kamorta, 
Marine Police, Fire 
Department, Education 
Department, and Medical 
Department actively 
participated in the event. 
They engaged in a series of 
yoga postures and 
breathing exercises aligned 
with the Common Yoga 
Protocol, demonstrating 
yoga’s profound impact on 
overall wellness.

Adding to the momentum, 
the Indian Coast Guard 
Station, Kamorta, in 
collaboration with CHC 
Nancowry, hosted a 
dedicated Yoga Practice 
and Demonstration Session 
at the Civil Helipad, 
Kamorta. The session 
served as a platform to 
reinforce yoga’s role in 
fostering unity, discipline, 
and a healthier lifestyle.

The collective enthusiasm 
and coordination among 
various departments made 
the prelude to International 
Day of Yoga 2025 both 
impactful and inspiring, 
setting a positive tone for 
the official observance on 
21st June.
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Rotary Club of Port Blair Hosts Joyful Movie Day for 
Orphanage Children

Tarun Karthick
Sri Vijaya Puram, 
20 June 2025

In a heartwarming display of 
community spirit and 
compassion, the Rotary Club 

of Port Blair organized a 
special movie screening for 
children from local orphanages 
under its flagship initiative, 
Project Joy: Movie Day with 
Little Hearts. The event took 
place on June 20, 2025, at 

10:00 AM at Diviyum Talkies.

More than 50 children from 
Seva Niketan and Pranab 
Kanya Sangha orphanages 
were invited to enjoy the 
acclaimed film ‘Sitaare 

Zameen Par’, known for its 
inspiring message and child­
centric storytelling. The 
screening aimed to provide a 
joyful and memorable 
experience for the children, 
many of whom rarely get the 

opportunity to enjoy such 
outings.

“Sitaare Zameen Par was 
selected not just for its 
entertainment value, but for 
the profound life lessons it 
shares,” said organizers from 
the Rotary Club, emphasizing 
the emotional and educational 
impact of the film.

The theatre echoed with 
laughter, applause, and 
heartfelt engagement as the 
children connected deeply 
with the movie. To make the 
day truly special, the Rotary 
Club arranged for 
transportation and snacks, 
ensuring a seamless and 
enjoyable experience for all 
attendees.

The initiative was led by Rtn. 
Sagar Khurana, President of 
the Rotary Club of Port Blair, 
with support from Rtn. 
Diwakar Moorthy, owner of 
Diviyum Talkies, and 
enthusiastic participation from 
club members. Their collective 
efforts made the event a 
resounding success.


