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Former Home Guards Stage Protest, Demand Re-
Employment in Police Force; Full Hunger Strike Planned as

Tarun Karthick
Sri Vijaya Puram,

13 June 2025
In a determined show of
dissent against growing

unemployment and perceived
injustice, a group of former
Home Guards in the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands have
entered the third consecutive
day of protest, demanding their
re-employment in the Andaman
and Nicobar Police. The
protest, which began with a
dharna and public meeting on
11th June, escalated into a
relay hunger strike on 12th
June, and is expected to
transition into a full-fledged
hunger strike from today, as
per sources close to the
protestors.

Agltatlon Enters Thlrd Day

The agitation is being
spearheaded by Mr. V. K. Abdul
Aziz, an elected Zilla Parishad
Member, who has long
supported the former Home
Guards’ cause. Mr. Aziz argues
that the protesters have
rendered dedicated service to
the police department over the
years, and that many have now
crossed the legal age limit for
applying to government jobs.
According to  him, their
prolonged service and lack of
alternative employment
opportunities warrant
immediate absorption into the
police force as permanent staff.

The roots of the discontent
trace back to a significant
precedent set more than a
decade ago. In 2007, following

a judgment by the Hon’ble High
Court of Calcutta, Circuit Bench
at Port Blair in M.A.T. No. 25 of
2006 (Smti. Parul Debnath &
Others vs. Union of India &
Others), which was later upheld
by the Supreme Court in 2009,
the services of 325 Home
Guards were regularized with
retrospective  effect. These
appointments  were  made
against supernumerary posts
created with the approval of the
Government of India, as per

Order No. 3390 dated 3rd
November 20009.
The court-mandated
regularization of those 325
Home Guards had raised
hopes among other

contractually employed Home
Guards that they too would

. expectation of
- absorption. However, for years,

eventually be made
permanent. Motivated by this
belief, many individuals
continued to serve under the
similar

no such regularisation has
taken place, leaving many in
limbo—unemployed, overage
for fresh recruitment, and
lacking alternative  skillsets.

The former Home Guards’
protest also brings to light the
broader issue of
unemployment in the Union
Territory. As per the Periodic
Labour Force Survey (PLFS)

Annual Report 2023-24
released by the Ministry of
Statistics and  Programme

Implementation, the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands recorded
one of the highest
unemployment rates in the
country. The unemployment
rate among those aged 15 and
above rose from 9.7% in 2022—
23 to 11.8% in 2023—-24. More

alarmingly, graduate
unemployment stood at a
staggering 33.4%.

In a region where even highly
educated individuals are willing
to accept low-level contractual
government jobs, the issue of
sustainable and secure
employment has taken center
stage. Many Dbelieve that
securing any position within the
government—even temporarily
—could potentially lead to
permanency through policy
shifts or legal interventions.

The latest round of protests
was reportedly triggered by the

Andaman and Nicobar Police’s
recent call for fresh
applications for Home Guard
posts. This development has
been seen by the protesting
former Home Guards as a
betrayal, with many arguing
that priority should be given to
those who had already served
in the role, often for years, and
now find themselves
unemployed.

Protesters have warned that
unless their demands are
addressed, they will continue
their agitation and escalate it
further. As of 13th June, a
complete hunger strike is
anticipated, demonstrating the
depth of desperation and
resolve among the protestors.

As of now, there has been no
official response from the
Andaman and Nicobar Police
or the UT Administration
regarding the ongoing protest
or the demands raised. The
protestors, however, remain
steadfast and say they will not
back down until they are
reinstated or given an
assurance of consideration.

The unfolding situation
highlights the need for a
broader conversation around
contractual employment, age-
related exclusions, and long-
term policy for absorbing
experienced personnel in
public services within the
Islands. With tensions rising
and protestors preparing for an
indefinite hunger strike,
authorities may soon have to
confront the issue head-on.
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BJP Highlights 11 Years of Governance and Welfare
Imtlatlves Durmg Press Conference at BJP Bhavan

the media to gathering, Mrs. and self-reliant India
discuss the Sheela Singh, —and detailed the
achievements and National Executive government's
transformative Committee  Member roadmap to achieving
initiatives undertaken of BJP Mahila that goal.

- by the central Morcha, shed light on
government over the various government Also present was Mr.

past decade. schemes that have M. Vinod, State Vice
1 BN - positively  impacted President, who
Tarun Karthick Sushasan, Garib District President Mr. women and rural reiterated the party’s
Sri Vijaya Puram, Kalyan", to reflect on Jitendra Narayan communities, unwavering
13 June 2025 the eleven-year inaugurated the contributing to commitment to good
journey of session by welcoming inclusive growth. governance and
The Bharatiya Janata governance and attendees and public welfare.
Party (BJP) organized development under encouraged party Mr. Sanjay Kumar
a press conference the leadership of karyakartas to Singh, State Vice The conference
on 12th June 2025, at Prime Minister Mr. actively share the President and concluded with a
the BJP  Bhavan, Narendra Modi. milestones of the Programme collective pledge by
Middle Point, under government with the Convenor, spoke all present to continue
the theme "Viksit The event brought press and public. about the significance working towards
Bharat Ka Amrit Kaal together key party of “Amrit Kaal’—a realizing the vision of
— 11 Saal: Seva, leaders and members Addressing the vision for a developed a  Viksit ~ Bharat.
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GB Pant Hospital Enhances Emergency Healthcare Access with
Streamlined Ambulance Services

Tarun Karthick
Sri Vijaya Puram,
13 June 2025

emergency healthcare
access for the pubilic,
GB Pant Hospital has
introduced streamlined
In a bid to strengthen ambulance services to

ensure timely and Members of the public
hassle-free can now access
transportation of ambulance services by
patients during medical dialing any of the
emergencies. following emergency

contact numbers: 102,
231463, or the Unified

Emergency Helpline
112. These numbers
are now fully
operational and
integrated into  the
hospital’'s  emergency
response system,
enabling swift
assistance and
immediate patient
transport.

This initiative aims to
enhance the quality of
patient care and ensure
that no individual is
denied urgent medical
attention due to a lack
of transportation. The
hospital administration
has urged residents to
keep these numbers
easily accessible and
use them when faced
with medical
emergencies.
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Heavy Rainfall and Thunderstorm Alert Issued for Some Areas of
A&N Islands, Flshermen Advised to Stay Ashore till June 16

are likely to continue on
June 14, with
thunderstorms, gusty
winds, and lightning
predicted at one or two
places across the
archipelago.

In addition, squally weather
with surface wind speeds of
35-45 kmph, gusting up to
55 kmph, is expected over
the Andaman Sea and the
surrounding areas of the
islands. The sea condition
is forecasted to be rough
during this period.

In light of these conditions,
fishermen have been
strongly advised not to
venture into the sea along
and off the Andaman Sea

; " and Andaman & Nicobar
Tarun Karthick heavy rainfall and to occur at one or two 40-50 kmph and lightning |glands untii June 16.

Sri Vijaya Puram, thunderstorm activity over places over Andaman are also expected at Authorites are closely
13 June 2025 the Andaman and Nicobar Island on  June  13. isolated locations across monitoring the situation and

Islands. According to the Thunderstorms the Islands. nave urged residents and
The authorities have issued forecast, heavy rain ranging accompanied by  gusty seafarers to  exercise
a weather alert warning of between 7 to 11 cm is likely winds reaching speeds of Similar weather conditions cgytion.
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A&N Administration Gears Up for 11th
International Day of Yoga with Series of Events

In an effort to bring yoga closer
to the people, a series of flash
mobs have also been planned
at prominent locations. The first
will take place on June 16 at
9:30 AM at Chatham Junction
and near the Gandhi Statue in
Aberdeen Bazar. This will be
followed by similar events at
. the Bathubasti Bus Stop and in
| front of the Social Welfare
Office at Goalghar on June 17,
starting at 9:30 AM.

Meanwhile, in preparation for
the main event, yoga
instructors from  AYUSH,
deployed at various wellness
centres across the Islands, are
conducting training sessions on
the Common Yoga Protocol.
These also include Beach
Yoga, Y-Break sessions,
specialized yoga for antenatal
mothers, and regular yoga
classes aimed at enhancing

Tarun Karthick (IDY), the Andaman and awareness about the benefits yoga session titled “Yoga physical and mental well-being.

Sri Vijaya Puram, Nicobar Islands Administration of yoga and encourage public Bandhan or Bonds of Yoga” at

13 June 2025 has lined up a series of participation across the the historic National Memorial The UT Administration urges
activities in the run-up to the Islands. Cellular Jail, Sri Vijaya Puram, the public to participate in

In celebration of the 11th global event on June 21, 2025. on June 14 from 7:00 AM to these events and embrace

International Day of Yoga These initiatives aim to foster The festivities will begin with a 8:00 AM. yoga as a way of Ilife.
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‘Run with Nature’ Marathon and Walkathon to be Held at
Wimberlygunj on June 14

Chunnabatta. With its scenic route

Deputy Education Office SR s o g s o

coastal vistas, the event aims to offer

WImberIY Gun_l zone 4 participants not just a test of

endurance, but also an opportunity to

reconnect with nature in the early
morning hours.
/“"’:"l

Participation is open to all interested

_ individuals, and the organizers have

/ ~ urged participants to register their

= names by 5:00 pm on June 13, 2025.
m‘mm Registrations can be done either by
m contacting Mr. Ghacia Uraon at

A 10“ mﬂ MEH I 5“ Fun W“ME" - 9933247987 or by submitting the

online registration form available at:

AN T wnummnn FOR,SENIOR CITIZENS L R
i

1FAIpQLScEEp0JJMGwO9riMb2BZA

ROUTE: CHUNNABATTA(RAM MANDIR) - NORTHBAY - C HUNNABA'TTA " IOmmAasirv2yjyE0ZY8fKzLWazA/
DATE: 14TH JUNE 2025, SATURDAY | TIME: 530 AM Rl

w ﬁcoME To .I.HE m-r s Mm".'QN RQUTE The initiative by the Deputy Education
For Registration Contact:-- 9933247987

Office underscores the importance of

fostering healthy lifestyles among

residents while encouraging greater

appreciation for the region’s natural

Tarun Karthick fitness, environmental ‘Run with Nature’ on Saturday, June Citizens. environment. A strong turnout is
Sri Vijaya Puram, consciousness, and  community 14, 2025. The event includes a 10- expected as community members
13 June 2025 engagement, the Deputy Education kilometre open marathon for men, a The event will begin at 5:30 am from from different age groups come

Office, Wimberlygunj, is organizing a 5-kilometre run for women, and a 4- Chunnabatta, proceed to North Bay, together to participate in this vibrant

In an effort to promote physical special outdoor fitness event titled kilometre walkathon for senior @and return to the starting point at celebration of health and nature.

THE BEST MONSOON DEAL THIS YEAR wIFTHE BEST
MILEAGE RIDE ‘\"E.IAH AFTER YEAR

ON Road price
Rs.11.40 Lakh

T MOW MEW SHOWROOM AT JODAKILAN

GEHNEJ{T MOTORS (ANDAMAN) PVTLTD

Shadipur | Jodakilan | Dviglipur +91 8509525570
Sri Vijava Puram Andaman & Nicobar Islands. +91 9564211998

PAGE 7 | EDITOR: TARUN KARTHICK | FOR NEWS - +91-7063998178 | FOR ADVERTISEMENTS - +91-8350074244




ANDAMAN DAILY | 13 JUN 2025 | EMAIL: NEWSROOM@NICOBARTIMES.COM | PAGE 8

Andaman & Nicobar Fisheries Department Invites
Applications for Sea Area Leasing for Fish Culture Activities

e Ep T I 7% S L iy Farmers Producer
: LTS Organizations or Companies

(FFPOs/FFPCs).

Application forms, along with
the list of designated sea
areas and detailed terms and
conditions, are available on
the official website of the
Andaman and Nicobar
Administration at
www.andaman.gov.in.

Interested parties are
requested to submit their
completed applications,
accompanied by all necessary
documentation,  either in
person at the Directorate of
Fisheries in Sri Vijaya Puram
or at the Zonal Fisheries
Offices located in South
Andaman, North & Middle
Andaman, and Nicobar.
Applications can also be sent

Tarun Karthick Administration, | has 2004. fish workers, fish vendors, . . e o
via email to dirfish.and@nic.in.

Sri Vijaya Puram, announced the invitation of individual entrepreneurs,
13 June 2025 applications for leasing Eligible applicants include a private firms, Self Help Groups

designated sea areas for fish wide range of stakeholders (SHGs), Fisheries
The Department of Fisheries, culture activities, as outlined in involved in the fishing sector Cooperatives, Joint Liability
Andaman and Nicobar the A&N Marine Fishing Rules, such as fishers, fish farmers, Groups (JLGs), and Fish

The deadline for submitting
complete applications is 15th
July 2025.

A UNIT OF LAXMI AMD MEERA] TEXTILE

Fashion Wonder N L Ll FESTYL E

1)

@ Opp.STS Bus Stand, Gandhi Market, Aberdeen Bazaar

PAGE 8 | EDITOR: TARUN KARTHICK | FOR NEWS - +91-7063998178 | FOR ADVERTISEMENTS - +91-8350074244




ANDAMAN DAILY | 13 JUN 2025 | EMAIL: NEWSROOM@NICOBARTIMES.COM | PAGE 9

CRY Andaman Organizes Drawing Competition to Mark World Day

Against Child Labour and Raise Awareness
| - N I’

participated in the
competition,

showcasing their
artistic  talents and
thoughtful perspectives
on the theme. The
event received strong
support from the
. school’'s teachers and
the in-charge, who
played a vital role in
facilitating and
encouraging student
participation.

Through their drawings,
the students powerfully
conveyed the message
that child labour denies
children their
fundamental rights —
including access to
education, safety, and a
happy childhood. The
competition not only

highlighted the

v - creativity of the young

Tarun Karthick Unit of Andaman Farida  Bibi, @ CRY detrimental effects of participants but also
Sri Vijaya Puram, organized a drawing Representative (Child child Ilabour through serv_ed as an important
13 June 2025 competition at the Rights and You), and creative expression. reminder O_f ’_(he urgent
Government Girls her team, the event need to eliminate child

To commemorate the Senior Secondary aimed to raise A total of 103 students labour and protect the
World Day Against School, Sri  Vijaya awareness among from  various age rights and futures of

Child Labour, the CRY Puram. Led by Mrs. students about the groups enthusiastically children.
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BJP Observes World Environment Day with Tree Plantation

Drives Across A&N Islands
e ST

enthusiastic participation from
BJP karyakartas throughout
the Islands. Volunteers
actively engaged in planting
trees and spreading
awareness about the
importance of preserving the
region’s fragile ecosystem.

Addressing the gatherings,
Mrs. Sheela Singh highlighted
the need for collective
responsibility in  protecting
nature and stressed the
importance of safeguarding
the Islands’ unique
biodiversity. Mr. Sanjay Kumar
Singh commended the
' volunteers for their efforts and
. encouraged citizens to adopt
pi eco-friendly practices in daily
A life.

y ' : | L : : *j“ The BJP  reiterated its
Tarun Karthick Islands, marked World programmes were held under Singh, State Vice President. commitment to environmental
Sri Vijaya Puram, Environment Day with a series the leadership of Mrs. Sheela conservation and sustainable
13 June 2025 of awareness and ftree Singh, State Incharge of the With a focus on this year’s development in line with the

plantation drives conducted at initiative and State Vice theme of promoting vision of Hon’ble Prime
The Bharatiya Janata Party multiple locations across the President of BJP A&N Islands, environmental awareness and Minister Mr. Narendra Modi for
(BJP), Andaman and Nicobar Islands on June 5. The along with Mr. Sanjay Kumar sustainability, the events drew a Swachh and Swasth Bharat.
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IGNOU Opens Admission for July 2025 Session in ODL and
Online Mode

can simultaneously pursue

two degrees or diploma

programmes—either one

through distance mode and

one through regular mode, or
# both through distance
learning.

For students belonging to SC/
ST categories, IGNOU offers
————— — a 50% fee exemption on

@ seclect programmes such as
Bachelor of Arts (BAG),
Bachelor of Commerce
(BCOMF), and Bachelor of
. . ; Science (BSCM).
o B Gy Comtent VP et Nt P o i s reream e 02105 R Furthermore, applicants are
Phomo: 03182-230111 | 242080 | Websitea | Email; i i nOt requ"..ed tO Submlt a
Transfer Certificate from their
previous institution,
simplifying the  admission
process.

Interested candidates can
apply online by visiting https://
ignouadmission.samarth.edu.i
n until 15th  July 2025.

For assistance or further
information, students may
.| reach out to the IGNOU
8 Regional Centre, Port Blair,
"% located at VIP Road, Opposite
" Air Cargo Complex, Port Blair

. _— e s i = - T “" — 744103. They can also
Tarun Karthick Distance Learning (ODL) and Postgraduate  degrees in Studies, and more. connect via Facebook
Sri Vijaya Puram, Online programmes for the diverse disciplines such as (IGNOU Regional Centre Port
13 June 2025 July 2025 academic session. Arts, Science, Commerce, One of the key advantages of Blair) and Instagram

Humanities, Journalism and IGNOU is the absence of an (@ignourcportblair).

The Indira Gandhi National A wide range of academic Mass Communication, upper age limit for applicants,
Open University (IGNOU) has programmes are being Computer and Information making higher  education Contact Information: Landline:
announced the offered, including Certificate, Science, Agriculture, Health accessible to learners of all 03192-230111 / 242888 and
commencement of Diploma, Post-Graduate Sciences, Indian and Foreign age groups. Additionally, as Email:
admissions for its Open and Diploma, Undergraduate, and Languages, Translation per UGC guidelines, students rcportblair@ignou.ac.in.
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